NEW KINGSTON: GREAT LOT NUMBER FORTY CAME INTO BEING IN 1708

If you will go up the state road from Margaretville about two miles, you will notice a stone wall running straight.  Now, if you will follow that line you will find that it runs straight on over the hills, then on over into New Kingston valley - keep on over the next ridge into Weaver Hollow, then you will come out, when you have gone some eighteen miles, just above the village of Delhi on the West Branch of the Delaware River.  And then you have traversed the southerly boundary of Great Lot No. 40.


You should now follow up the river to a point below Bloomville - come back and go on up the river from where you started, on above Halcottville about a mile, where the line is between Roxbury and Middletown.  This line follows the old Desbrosses line, surveyed in 1776, and will take you along the northern side of the great lot, bringing you out below Bloomville.  The area included will be between forty thousand and forty-five thousand acres.


In the year 1708, Queen Ann of England granted to Johannes Hardenburgh and others a large tract of land west of the Hudson River and lying in what is now Ulster, Sullivan, Delaware, and Greene Counties and gave them a charter, or, as it was called, a patent.  The proprietors divided up the territory among themselves in 1749, and the larger divisions are termed "-reat lots," of which there appear to be over fifty.  Margaretville lies in great lot 39, while across the river is No. 7. Fleischmanns is in No. 8, while Roxbury is in No. 41 on one side of the river and No. 19 on the other.  These great lots were subdivided into tracts and disposed of by the proprietors to others, and these tracts were further subdivided into lots which make up the basis of a large part of the farms in this region.  While some farms are described independently of lot a large number are described also by telling that they are all or parts of certain lots.  If the early settlers were on the ground before the lot lines were fixed and had their land cleared and fenced, then their farms might be described according to what they held and their fences do not always show lot lines.  But in very many cases one can find and follow old lot lines for miles.  In such cases it is easy to survey these back farms where, often times, no fences have been built through the forests.


Our own farm (The Thomas Winter Farm) presently (1925) owned by Douglas Condon, lies in the Janet Montgomery tract and includes all of lot 85 and part of lot 84. I say all of lot 85, but really the line was moved over this side of the lot line about ten or twelve rods.  This remained quite a puzzle to me, why a certain lot line seemed to have a jog in it, until Mr. Robert Winter (grandson of Robert Winter, Thomas’s younger brother) of Margaretville explained the following to me.  Prior to leasing, the land had been settled and farmers frequently cleared land on an adjacent lot also, thus creating a change in the original lot lines.

